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existed? We may ask; but, I believe, no created wisdom
can give an adequate answer.

Nor is this all. In the scale, wherever it begins or
ends, are infinite vacuities. At whatever distance we sup-
pose the next order of beings to be above man, there is
room for an intermediate order of beings between them;
and if for one order, then for infinite orders; since every
thing that admits of more or less, and consequently all the
parts of that which admits them, may be infinitely divided.
So that, as far as we can judge, there may be room in the
vacuity between any two steps of the scale, or between
any two points of the cone of being, for infinite exertion
of infinite power.

Thus it appears, how little reason those, who repose their
reason upon the scale of being, have to triumph over them
who recur to any other expedient of solution, and what
difficulties arise, on every side, to repress the rebellions of
presumptuous decision: " Qui pftuca considerat, facile
pronunciat." In our passage through the boundless ocean
of disquisition, we often take fogs for land, and, after having
long toiled to approach them, find, instead of repose and
harbours, new storms of objection, and fluctuations of un-
certainty.

We are next entertained with Pope's alleviations of
those evils which we are doomed to suffer.

" Poverty, or the want of riches, is generally com-
pensated by having more hopes, and fewer fears, by a
greater share of health, and a more exquisite relish of the
smallest enjoyments, than those who possess them are
usually blessed with. The want of taste and genius, with
all the pleasures that arise from them, are commonly re-
compensed by a more useful kind of common sense, to-
gether with a wonderful delight, as well as success, in
the busy pursuits of a scrambling world. The sufferings
of the sick are greatly relieved by many trifling gratifica-
tions, imperceptible to others, and, sometimes, almost repaid
by the inconceivable transports occasioned by the return
of health and vigour. Folly cannot be very grievous, be-